
 

    

 

  

  
 

 
                      

                

                       

                   

                 

          

 

                 
 

    

    

    

     

   

    

   

 
  

  

 

 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

Coldwater High School 

School Board Update – November 2022 

To see pictures of all of our amazing activities, please visit our Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/coldwaterhs 

The days keep flying by quicker than we can keep up with, and we have continued to pack a lot of activities, 

learning, and celebrations into the month of November. As we approach the Thanksgiving Holiday, I wanted to 

first of all mention just how grateful and thankful we all are for the amazing staff here at CHS. It is truly hard 

to describe the dedication they display every day in their classrooms and the time they steal away from their 

own families every night as they prepare for the learning experiences they have planned for their students. 

They inspire and change the lives of students every day! 

If you have not done it lately – please send a big THANK YOU to a teacher! 

At the end of October, we were finally able to hand out our honor roll awards from the 2nd semester of last year 

and the Annual Academic Awards to students who were on the honor roll for BOTH the 1st and 2nd semesters last 

year. We had 321 current 10th - 12th grade students who earned a position on the honor roll for their academic 

performance during the 2nd semester of last year (approximately 45% of the students). Students earn the Semester 

Honor Roll award by earning at least a 3.0 GPA for a semester. If a student earns the honor roll award for both 

semesters in a year, they also receive an additional academic award. For the first year this is accomplished, they 

earn an Academic Letter “C”, for the second year they earn a Bronze Medal, for the third year they earn a Silver 

Medal, and if a student is on the honor roll all year for four years, they earn a Gold Medal as part of their 

graduation awards. 

We were excited to hand out the following awards to our students recently: 

Honor Roll for 2nd Semester 2021-2022 = 321 

Academic Letters = 131 

Bronze Medals = 102 

Silver Medals = 49 

Congratulations Cardinals! 

Also at the end of October, our 9th grade students had a fantastic exposure to the various careers and employment 

opportunities that can be found right here in Branch County.  Coordinated by the BACC, the 9th grade career 

exploration event was held on October 20th. CHS took all of our 9th grade students to the Dearth Center where they 

were able to wander amongst over 60 stations to talk with, learn from, and sometimes get some hands on 

experience with those who volunteered to represent their career or industry at the event.  Representatives from 

local banking and loan agencies, clothing and retail, culinary arts and McDonalds, theater (Tibbits) and radio, 

emergency response teams and the fire department, construction trades and city utilities, Trine and MSU 

Extensions, were just a few of the many career paths and opportunities that were represented.  Check out this video 

to see a short clip of the event: CHS Career Day October 20, 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/coldwaterhs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DrO7SGiu1_60I9uxmMyazA6SBoEQ3vUi/view?usp=sharing


                  

                  

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

      

       

    

      

         

       

        

     

         

       

    

 

 

         

       

          

         

         

          

        

     

At the beginning of November, our Spanish teachers, Mrs. Simonds and Ms. Davis, took a large group of CHS 

students to Detroit to visit the Detroit Art Institute, have a lunch at Armando’s Mexican Restaurant where they 

used their Spanish speaking skills, and take a local tour of downtown Detroit and Mexicantown. 

New art teacher, Chelsea Wilbur, has 

introduced some new concepts to our art 

program including sewing skills to 

make toy animals and creating murals in 

the hallways. There are plans for an art 

fair in the 2nd semester where students 

will be able to display and describe their 

artistic creations and more murals 

around the school. Here is one of the 

murals the students painted on the walls 

around the music classrooms. 

On Saturday, November 12th, the CHS chapter of the 

National Honor Society once again sponsored the 

annual Turkey Trot here at CHS. This year, advisor 

Brian Stevens stated that even though the weather was 

cold, they had their highest number of participants in 

the event, and they were able to raise thousands of 

dollars to help support the Branch County Coalition 

Against Domestic and Sexual Violence. 



    

    

   

 

    

 

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

 

                    

                

                

                   

                 

 

                   

                     

                    

                    

                

                   

                     

            

 

                       

                    

          

 

                   

 

  

 

 
 

CHS sent 34 students to the Fall Youth in Government conference at the YMCA in Three Rivers.  The students 

participated in discussions with students from the various other schools who were in attendance and listened to 

presentations from all of the candidates who were running for certain leadership positions from our region. This 

year, CHS did not have any students elected into positions, but the students were still able to make some wonderful 

connections as they now prepare to create and evaluate their bills for the large conference in Lansing this spring. 

The CHS Quiz Bowl team made it through the first round of the online competition this fall but fell just a few 

points short to move on during the 2nd round in late October.  The new CHS Baking Club has had several meetings, 

and they have created some amazing looking and tasteful treats.  We are currently working cooperatively with the 

BISD to purchase new ranges for the classroom where Lynette Mallow teaches her life skills program as the 

Baking Club also uses those ranges and classroom for their meetings.  We also have a new art club at CHS.  They 

have had their initial meeting, and there are over 25 students who have signed up to spend time after school to 

work on their artistic skills and projects.  We will highlight some of the student edible creations and artistic 

projects in an upcoming Board Update. 

At this time, the seniors in the Class of 2023 have met with our Jostens representative. The students have 

ordered their caps and gowns and any other graduation themed materials that they personally wanted to 

purchase. The seniors are also working through the voting process to determine their class song and destination 

for their senior trip in May. Our CHS Interact Club is currently promoting a school-wide food drive for the 

local food pantry, and the staff of CHS are once again donating gifts to local children in need. 

We are quickly approaching the end of our first semester, and at the same time, we are looking at new courses 

that we may want to add to our course offerings for the 2023-2024 school year based on an interest survey that 

we asked our students to complete. We also have the annual craft show coming up on Saturday, November 19th 

as well as the Gowns for Gals and Ties for Guys clothing event where anyone get pick out free donated dresses 

and clothing to help support students who may not be able to afford dress-up clothing for the semi-formal 

Snowball Dance on December 3rd. In addition to those events, we have a practice SAT testing event planned to 

occur for the juniors before winter break, our band and choir concerts are coming up soon, and we will all be 

helping students prepare for their final exams on December 15th and 16th. 

It amazes me just how much we pack into such a short amount of time each month, and I am so proud of and 

thankful for the staff and students as they find ways to give back to community and engage as a school 

community in and out of the classroom setting. 

We definitely have a lot to be thankful for here at CHS, and as you can clearly see once again… 

It is a great time to be a Cardinal! 

Bill Milnes, Principal 

Coldwater High School 


